Edmonton Councillors Take the
Transit Test

Four Edmonton City Councillors spent the
last week in November using public transit
rather than private automobiles for their
travels in response to a challenge by the
University of Alberta based Transit Riders’
Union of Edmonton (TRUE). Councillors
Amarjeet Sohi, Dave Thiele, Ben
Henderson and Don lveson used transit
not only to get to their offices in the
morning, but also to their many meetings
and appointments. All agreed that the
system is in need of improvement, starting
with more buses running more frequently.
Sohi and Henderson both agreed that bus
signals and reserved lanes that speed
service would be an asset. “Buses should
not be stuck in the same traffic as a
personal vehicle,” said Sohi after a two-
hour trip from the Royal Alberta Museum to
his home in Mill Woods. Iveson noted the
circuitous routes that meander through
neighborhoods and take forever to get to
their destinations. [24 Hours/Mass Transit
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Diesel Fuel Crunch hits Alberta
Some ask — is it a harbinger of things to
come?

A diesel fuel shortage in Alberta made news
headlines across the province at the end of
November. Shell spokesperson Denita Davis
blamed increased demand for diesel fuel during
the winter months coupled with a supply problem
resulting from a fire at its Fort Saskatchewan
upgrader facility.
More Crunch, see p. 2

Vancouver Technology Report shows
Superiority of Trolleys

High capacity 60-foot articulated trolley buses
began arriving in Vancouver on October 12" to
provide much needed additional capacity on
Vancouver's heaviest lines. Approval to
supplement the original order of 40 articulated
trolleys with 20 more such vehicles formed part of
Translink's 2008 budget, following the release of
their second report on vehicle technologies on
November 28". The report details the findings of
phase two of the transit authority’s test of new
buses.
More Report, see p. 2
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