
Moscow:  21st century styling is featured 
on the latest  trolleybus from Russian 
manufacturer Trolza.  Dubbed the 
“Megapolis”, the modern low floor vehicle 
retails for about half the price of a new 
North American diesel bus. [Photo: K. Klimov] 

  
 

Vancouver’s order of Canadian built 
low floor trolleys began arriving on 
August 14th, 2006.  The first arrivals 
will be used on routes serving the 
downtown core.       [Photo:  D. Cheung] 

New Trolleys now arriving in Vancouver! 
Brand new trolley garage opens; Translink to invest $8 million in 

extensions to streamline operations and reduce deadheading 
A parade of trolleybuses, from old to
new, wound its way through Downtown
Vancouver on September 2nd, marking
the opening of Vancouver’s new $37.3
million trolleybus garage and the
transition to a new trolley fleet.  The first
trolleybus to run out of the new
Vancouver Transit Centre was
dispatched into service at 4:33 am earlier
that day.  The facility, which overlooks
the Fraser River, will have room for 400
buses, including 172 diesels, 188
standard trolleys and 40 articulated
trolleys.  It is being touted as a major
step in fulfilling Translink’s mandate to
preserve and improve the environment. 

"The Vancouver Transit Centre will be a
focal point for public transit services for
the City of Vancouver and will provide
state-of-the-art maintenance for those
services," said Raymond Louie, a
Vancouver councillor and TransLink
director. "TransLink’s strong commitment
to preserving and improving one of North
America’s few remaining trolley systems
harmonizes with our goals to exceed
Kyoto greenhouse gas reduction targets,
he said.” 
 

In addition to housing environmentally-
friendly  trolley  buses,     the   Vancouver  
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Transit Centre features a recycled-water
bus wash and an onsite wastewater
treatment plant. The development has a
certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) building design. 
 
The opening means a move from the
Oakridge Transit Centre located at 41st and
Oak that was home to the city’s bus and
trolley fleets for over 58 years. 
 
To facilitate service and improve
operational efficiencies on the trolley
system, Translink is planning a major
extension of trolley overhead lines along
Marine Drive between Oak Street and
Victoria Drive at a cost of $8.8 million.  The
extension will result in a total savings of
$710,000 in deadheading costs annually,
according to a June 15th report to the
Translink Board of Directors. 
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