
Moscow:  21st century styling is featured 
on the latest  trolleybus from Russian 
manufacturer Trolza.  Dubbed the 
“Megapolis”, the modern low floor vehicle 
retails for about half the price of a new 
North American diesel bus. [Photo: K. Klimov] 

  
 

Vancouver’s order of Canadian built 
low floor trolleys began arriving on 
August 14th, 2006.  The first arrivals 
will be used on routes serving the 
downtown core.       [Photo:  D. Cheung] 

New Trolleys now arriving in Vancouver! 
Brand new trolley garage opens; Translink to invest $8 million in 

extensions to streamline operations and reduce deadheading 
A parade of trolleybuses, from old to
new, wound its way through Downtown
Vancouver on September 2nd, marking
the opening of Vancouver’s new $37.3
million trolleybus garage and the
transition to a new trolley fleet.  The first
trolleybus to run out of the new
Vancouver Transit Centre was
dispatched into service at 4:33 am earlier
that day.  The facility, which overlooks
the Fraser River, will have room for 400
buses, including 172 diesels, 188
standard trolleys and 40 articulated
trolleys.  It is being touted as a major
step in fulfilling Translink’s mandate to
preserve and improve the environment. 

"The Vancouver Transit Centre will be a
focal point for public transit services for
the City of Vancouver and will provide
state-of-the-art maintenance for those
services," said Raymond Louie, a
Vancouver councillor and TransLink
director. "TransLink’s strong commitment
to preserving and improving one of North
America’s few remaining trolley systems
harmonizes with our goals to exceed
Kyoto greenhouse gas reduction targets,
he said.” 
 

In addition to housing environmentally-
friendly  trolley  buses,     the   Vancouver  
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Transit Centre features a recycled-water
bus wash and an onsite wastewater
treatment plant. The development has a
certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) building design. 
 
The opening means a move from the
Oakridge Transit Centre located at 41st and
Oak that was home to the city’s bus and
trolley fleets for over 58 years. 
 
To facilitate service and improve
operational efficiencies on the trolley
system, Translink is planning a major
extension of trolley overhead lines along
Marine Drive between Oak Street and
Victoria Drive at a cost of $8.8 million.  The
extension will result in a total savings of
$710,000 in deadheading costs annually,
according to a June 15th report to the
Translink Board of Directors. 
 

                                  (Continued on Page 2) 
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Vancouver  (con’t from page 1) 
 

Meanwhile, Vancouver’s new state-of-the-art low floor trolley fleet began arriving on September 14th.  A 
number of the new blue, yellow and silver coaches can now be seen operating on downtown routes, 
primarily Routes 5 and 6.  The vehicles will be arriving from the Winnipeg factory at a rate of about four to 
six per week until all 188 have been delivered.  A prototype of the New Flyer/Kiepe 18 metre articulated 
trolleybus for evaluation is due to arrive soon. 
 
The arrival of the new Vancouver trolleys leaves Edmonton as the only one of nine North American trolley- 
bus cities without a commitment to a new trolley fleet.  However, a new low floor trolleybus is expected to 
be tested in Edmonton for a period of one year, beginning early in 2007, according to information 
presented to Edmonton City Council’s Transportation and Public Works Committee on October 10th.   The 
vehicle will be leased from Vancouver. 
 

[Sources:  Translink, Coast Mountain Bus Company, International Trolleybus News, notes from the October 10, 2006 
Edmonton City Council TPW Committee Meeting] 

E
tr
O

 
 Modern, new trolleybuses hit the 
Streets of Moscow 
 

Moscow’s large trolleybus fleet got stronger
in November with the addition of about 45
new vehicles, a mix of low floor and high
floor designs.  Included among them is the
ultra-modern “Megapolis” (photo on page 1)
by Russian manufacturer Trolza.  Despite
the additional vehicles, public transit in
Moscow still suffers from overcrowding
during peak periods.  The transit authority
reportedly still has no plans for larger,
articulated trolleybuses.   
 
Moscow operates the largest trolleybus
system in the world, with around 1500
trolleybuses on the roads during weekday
peak hours.  [International Trolleybus News, R. C.
DeArmond] 
l Trolmerida, Venezuela’s new zero-emission
olleybus BRT, pulls into a station on Line 1 on
pening Day, November 26, 2006. [Photo: E. Garde] 
New Trolleybus System Opens in
Merida, Venezuela 
 

The long-awaited opening of the world’s newest
trolleybus system took place on November 26, 2006,
as transit users in Merida, Venezuela were whisked
quickly and quietly to their destinations aboard El
Trolmerida, Venezuela’s new electric BRT system.
The system uses state-of-the-art articulated
trolleybuses, operated on private rights-of-way, to
connect stations, similar to an LRT installation.  It is
modeled after a similar system in Quito, Ecuador
that has been tremendously successful in attracting
riders to public transit.  
 
The Merida system will be built in stages, and
November 26th marked the opening of the first stage
of Line 1.  Two lines are planned in total, the first
having a total route length of about 18 km, and the
second 12 km.    
 
About 45 Spanish-built Mercedes Benz articulated
trolleybuses have been purchased by the Merida
Transport Authority for service on the system, each
with a capacity of 110 people.  
 
A funicular line is also envisioned as part of the
transit improvement package.  The project has been
valued at over US $120 million.  [International
Trolleybus News, A. Morrison, E. Garde. R. C. DeArmond] 
 

Did you know . . .  
 
An October 10th 2006 administrative report 
maintained that the best way that Edmonton 
could show environmental stewardship was 
with the purchase of diesel buses.  Surely 
there are better alternatives ! 
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research team, said: "These particles are so small they pass quite easily through face masks that 
people often wear to protect themselves from traffic fumes.” 

Duncan McLaren, chief executive of Friends of the 
Earth Scotland, said: "It now looks as if proposed 
anti-pollution legislation will not reflect the latest 
scientific discoveries about the true health impact of 
particulate pollution.  [News.Scotsman.com, Aug. 13, 2006] 

Ethiopian and Russian Entrepreneurs                                                               
to establish Trolleybus Factory 

One Ethiopian and two Russian companies signed an 
agreement November 14th to establish an electric 
trolleybus factory in Debre Markos, Ethiopia.  The 
factory, which is to be jointly owned by the Russian 
Rus Afro-trol and VIP holding companies and the 
Ethiopian Afro Asian Trading Enterprise, will be the 
first of its kind in Africa.  It will turn out 500 
trolleybuses annually and create employment for 
5,000 people.   Reprinted from The Boston News 

General Manager Getachew Eshetu said that the factory would manufacture trolleybuses not only for 
Russia, but has plans to sell them to African countries as well.  The electric buses are expected to 
reduce diesel consumption and environmental pollution, he said, alluding to the fact Ethiopia is 
endowed with an abundant potential for electric energy.  [Ethiopian Herald, November 15, 2006] 

Lublin to renew Trolley System 

The city of Lublin, Poland recently moved to renew its overhead wire system and plans to roughly 
double the size of its network by 2013.  Rider surveys showed that some parts of the system no longer 
provide adequately for the needs of commuters and need to be modified.  The city plans to meet its 
need for new vehicles by purchasing trolleybus bodies and installing electric equipment at its own 
workshops.  [International Trolleybus News, R. C. DeArmond] 

Bratislava gets new Trolley Route 

The Slovak capital of Brataslava inaugurated a new trolleybus route in September.  Route 33 is a 
former diesel bus route of about 2.5 kms in length.  A section of the route is operated without wire, 
where it crosses two sets of streetcar tracks.  Six new Irisbus trolleybuses have been purchased to 
operate the new route, and they traverse the unwired section using a small diesel auxiliary engine.  
[International Trolleybus News, R. C. DeArmond] 

Bucharest signs up for more Trolleys 

Earlier this year, the city of Bucharest, Romania signed a contract for the purchase of 100 low floor 
trolleybuses.  The 12 metre vehicles from Irisbus will, however, not come complete.  Instead, the 
operator has elected to install the electrical equipment at the bus maintenance facility in Bucharest.   

The new trolleybuses will be equipped with surveillance cameras.  They have a projected useful life of 
about 15 years (compared to about 8-10 years for a similar diesel bus), and will begin arriving in 2007. 

Bucharest has plans to extend its trolley system about 5 kms in the northern part of the city.  
[International Trolleybus News, R. C. DeArmond] 
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