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2006 Alberta Planning Conference:  Planning for the 
Transition to a New Energy Regime 
 
Municipal and provincial leaders, urban planners, and administrators 
gathered in Red Deer April 3-5 for the annual Alberta Planning 
Conference.  The theme underlying this year’s event was the need to 
develop a long-term focus for planning:  Looking at the next 50 years in 
Alberta.  Sessions focussed on designing more sustainable communities, 
tips for effective public consultation and dealing with NIMBYism, 
managing fiscal issues, and looking at appropriate technologies for the 
present and the future.  Proper planning will allow Albertans to shape 
their destiny. 
 
In the area of transportation, a session by Richard Gilbert of the Centre for 
Sustainable Transportation focussed on the need to prepare for the transition to a 
new energy regime in the planning of our transportation systems.  Retaining and 
expanding electric trolleybus systems, building more electric light rail, and even 
electric high speed rail between Edmonton and Calgary are appropriate steps, says 
Gilbert.  
 
The demand for oil as a resource is growing, and will continue to grow, primarily due 
to increased industrialization in Asia.  But supplies are definitely shrinking.  Despite 
increased oil and gas exploration, less and less conventional oil sources are being 
found.  This includes within Alberta.  Official OPEC reports of world oil reserves 
quote similar reserves year after year despite increasing consumption.  Logic 
suggests these reports are far from being a reflection of reality. 
 
Though difficult and costly to extract, Alberta’s tar sands may be able to  
produce oil for some time as conventional sources decline.  But taken in a  
global context, oil supplies in Alberta are nowhere near sufficient to even  
make a dent in the world supply.  Peak oil is at hand, and prices will rise,  
says Gilbert, quoting from the U.S. National Energy Commission’s Energy  
Policy document of June 2005.  A global shortfall in supply of just 4% is  
sufficient to cause a 177% increase in the price of a barrel of oil.  That would  
be an increase from the current $70 to $194 a barrel.   
 
Based on figures of actual and estimated oil consumption and production from 
the IEA and Uppsala University (Sweden), a shortfall in oil production of about 50%  
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